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BY  THE  SENATE, 

March  1st,  1860. 
Kead,  and  500  copies  ordered  to  "be  printed. 


REPORT 


or  THl 


SELECT    COMMITTEE 


APPOINTED 


ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  SENATE 


m  RELATION  TO  THB  PETITION 


FOE  THE  EEMOVAL  OF  JUDGE  STUMP. 


REPORT. 


The  Select  Cottimittee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  of  Mary- 
land, to  whom  w^s  referred  the  memorial  of  sundry  citizens 
of  Baltimore  city,,  ior  the  removal  of  Henry  Stump,  Judge  of 
the  Criminal  Courl';  of  that  city,  having  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  beg  Isave  to  submit  the  following  Keport: 

It  is  providedin  the  30th  Article  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights, 
that  judges  being  es\3ential  to  the  impartial  administration  of 
justice,  and  a  great  Security  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people,  they  should  not  be  removed,  except  for  misbehaviour 
on  conviction  in  a  Court  of  law,  or  by  the  Grovernor,  upon  the 
address  of  the  Ceneral  Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds  of  itU  the  members  of  each  House. 

In  the  9th  section  of  the  4th  Article  of  the  Constitution, 
the  Judges  of  the  several  Judicial  Circuits  are  removable  for 
misbehaviour  in  the  same  mode  prescribed  in  the  30th  Article 
of  the  Declaration  of  Eights,  and  in  the  13th  section  of  this 
Article  the  Judge  of  the  Criminal  Court  for  the  city  of  Balti- 
more is  placed  in  the  some  condition  and  made  subject  to  the 
game  provisions  of  the  Constitution^  in  regard  to  his  removal 
from  office,  as  are  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts. 

The  Committee  do  not  regard  the  present  proceeding  as  a 
criminal  proceeding,  being  fally  satisfied  that  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  intended  the  present  proceeding  as  a  sum- 
mary mode  of  disposing  of  an  officer  who  has  been  guilty  of 
such  misbehavior  as  would  justify  two-thirds  of  each  House 
to  interpose  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people.  Being  an  additional  remedy  to  the  one  provided 
for  by  conviction  in  a  Court  of  law,  they  can  see  no  reason 
why  the  Committee,  as  well  as  the  two  Houses,  should  be 
compelled  to  pursue  all  the  formalities  of  a  legal  investigation, 
and  why  they  should  be  precluded  from  acting  upon  the  testi- 
mony herewith  submitted,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  impartial 
administration  of  justice,  and  the  security  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people,  require  their  interposition. 

Tour  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  testimony  is  of  such 
a  character  as  will  justify  the  removal  of  said  Judge  upon  the 
concurrence  in  an  address  of  each  House  of  the  G^eneral  As-^ 


sembly.  Their  conclusions  are  based  upon  the  following  state 
of  facts,  ■which,  in  their  judgment,  amount  to  such  misfceha- 
vious  in  office,  as  requires  immediate  action : 

1st.  That  the  said  Judge  has  acted,  while  in  the  discharge 
of  his  official  duties,  in  a  gross,  vulgar  and  undignified  man- 
ner, especially  to  the  members  of  his  bar  and  other  parties  in 
his  Court. 

2nd.  That  he  has  been  in  the  habitual  use  of  intoxicating 
drinks,  to  an  extent  which  disqualifies  him  for  the  prompt 
and  impartial  administration  of  justice  and  has  been,  on  fre- 
quent occasions,  entirely  indifferent  to  the  interests  of  the 
State,  as  well  as  those  of  parties  in  important  trials  involving 
their  lives  and  liberties. 

3rd.  That  he  has  pursued  a  course,  violative  of  his  official 
oath,  in  refusing  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
and  indicated,  by  sneering  remarks  on  the  bench,  his  disposi- 
tion to  treat  the  action  of  said  Court  with  derision  and  con- 
tempt, 

4th.  That  he  has,  from  time  to  time,  delegated  to  the  offi- 
cers of  his  Court  discretionary  powers  in  discharging  indict- 
ments, compromising  fines,  as  has  in  fact  rendered  his  Court 
utterly  inefficient  for  the  protection  of  public  morals  and  pub- 
lic peace. 

5th.  That  he  has  been  guilty  of  misbehavior  in  office  as 
Judge,  under  the  30th  Article  of  the  Declaration  of  Eights, 
and  the  9th  and  13th  sections  of  the  4th  Article  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Tour  Committee,  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  respectfully 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  the  accompanying  Ad- 
dress to  be  sent  to  the  Governor,  requesting  him  to  remove 
Henry  Stump,  from  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Criminal  Court 
of  Baltimore. 

And  your  Committee  further  ask,  that  a  Committee  of  two 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  Senate,  to  act  with  such  gentle- 
men as  may  be  named  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
to  present  said  Address  to  the  Governor. 

HENET  H.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Chairman. 
THOMAS  J.  McKAIG. 

To  His  Excellency, 

THOMAS  H.  HICKS, 

Governor  of  Mm^yland : 
The  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  two-thirds  of  each  House  concurring  therein,  re- 
spectfully request  that  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to 
remove  Henry  Stump  from  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Criminal 
Court  of  Baltimore, 
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